
Kühhirt, M. (2016)

Early Maternal Employment Sequences and Child Body Weight at Age Six.
Evidence from the German Socio-Economic Panel

in G. Ritschard & M. Studer (eds), Proceedings of the International Con-
ference on Sequence Analysis and Related Methods, Lausanne, June 8-10,
2016, p. 189.

Institut des sciences sociales



Early Maternal Employment
Sequences and Child Body Weight at
Age Six
Evidence from the German Socio-Economic
Panel

Michael Kühhirt

Abstract Using data from the German Socio-Economic Panel on children
born between 2002 and 2006, this study investigates the relationship be-
tween mothers’ monthly employment sequences in the first five years after
birth and their children’s body weight around age six. Employment history
is measured by different variables derived from sequence analysis that each
capture specific aspects such as typical employment patterns (based on addi-
tional cluster analysis), complexity, and turbulence. The association between
these measures and children’s body weight is estimated by inverse probability
of treatment weighting of marginal structural models, a method developed
in epidemiology to deal with the challenges of estimating the effects of time-
varying exposures such as maternal employment. The results indicate that
children who experienced very different maternal employment sequences but
are similar with regard to background characteristics such as maternal ed-
ucation, household income, and family structure show no substantively or
statistically significant disparities on body weight around age six. The study
goes beyond the literature by focusing on maternal employment history be-
yond simple duration measures and by explicitly accounting for time-varying
confounders of the relationship between maternal employment and child de-
velopment.
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Institute of Sociology and Social Psychology, University of Cologne, Germany
e-mail: michael.kuehhirt@uni-koeln.de

LaCOSA II, Lausanne, June 8-10, 2016 189
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